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A sense of belonging is
inspired by being a part
of something greater
than yourself…

As we move into the last quarter of 2016 it is exciting, inspiring and at
times pleasantly exhausting to reflect back on all that has transpired this
past year. It’s also important to note that none of this would have been
possible without the cooperation of many individuals, organizations,
foundations and governmental entities banding together to envelop and
encourage our work. Too numerous to list- you know who you are- and my
hope is that we sincerely thank you every day by doing the work that is so
vital to our way of life in Southern Chester County. The following are a few
highlights:
TOUCHING HOME
The Chandler Mill Nature Preserve and Interpretive Nature
Center at the base of the Chandler Mill Bridge is now in the
architectural (Wayne Simpson Architect) and engineering (McMahon
Associates, Inc.) design phase. Once proper permitting is secured we hope
to break ground by year’s and happily cut the ribbon with Kennett Township
by the end of 2017. It’s hard to believe that after many years of being
nomads we not only have our own Headquarters but we can step right out
of our front door into our sixth nature preserve located along the banks of
the Red Clay Creek. High five to the Brokaw Family and Mandy Cabot and
Peter Kjellerup! Look forward to opening for the public to enjoy in 2017.
Thanks to all of the local residents and neighbors who proved by walking,
running, pushing baby strollers, roller blading and dog walking that this
place matters and that we need quiet country roads more than quicker
commuting routes.

Autumn 2016

Conservation

One touch of nature makes the
whole world kin.
~William Shakespeare

EMBRACING A FAMILY’S LEGACY IN THE COMMUNITY
Barnard’s Orchard circa 1862- Conserved in Perpetuity. This project
really restored our faith in humanity and the power of a shared experience.
The call to action went viral and after securing federal and county grant
funds the community helped make it happen by kicking in to raise the
remaining funding for this project. Brandywine in White stepped up in style
to make it a festive affair and we can’t thank everyone enough, especially the
Barnard Family, who took this leap of faith with us. Lewis’ quiet notoriety
and service to the community speaks volumes.
EDUCATIONAL EPIPHANIES
TLC’s Nature Preserves have been humming this past year.
All toll we have hosted 198 environmental education programs reaching
approximately 1,795 participants, ages 0 to infinity, multi-generational and
from all walks of life hence celebrating the inquisitiveness and the diversity
of our community. I cannot convey to you the pure joy of experiencing
children excitedly running through corn stalks or discovering a salamander
beneath a rock for the first time in their lives- nothing compares! Thanks for
allowing us the ability to not only conserve our land and historic resources
but to share it with the next generation. Come join us.
In Preservation,
Gwen

Downy Woodpecker as viewed from TLC’s office window
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TLC Grant
Updates

“It’s not how much we give but how
much love we put into giving.” ~
Mother Teresa

mma Mulrine WRITER
E GRANTS

A huge thank you to all the incredible foundations, corporations,
members, and donors who have supported TLC in our mission this year!
With help from all of our contributors, TLC was able to expand our ongoing
programming in every department. We are particularly proud of the work
we have accomplished this year in increasing our outreach to underserved
populations and making our programs accessible to those who lack access
to quality environmental education and recreation.
In 2016, TLC used grant funding to provide multiple programs to
community partners like La Comunidad Hispana, Tick Tock Early
Learning Center, and the Garage Youth Center. In fact, we hosted
La Comunidad Hispana three times throughout the year – we must
be doing something right! Grant funding allowed to us to offer these
programs, including the costs of materials, TLC’s Teacher Naturalists, and
transportation for participants, at low or no cost. We are proud to continue
our work of making quality environmental education and access to nature
available to everyone in our diverse community!
TLC’s newest membership group, Local WHIPS, came together on a
beautiful summer evening for a guided sunset hike at Bucktoe Creek
Preserve, followed by a post-hike Happy Hour back at TLC’s Headquarters.
New members got the chance to meet and learn more about TLC’s mission
and programs. We’re looking forward to hosting more of these gatherings
throughout the year!
We had a great day at Trail Creek Outfitters for a fundraiser hosted in
collaboration with Patagonia and Victory Brewing Company! Despite
the rain, a big crowd turned out to grab a beer, learn more about TLC, and
purchase a t-shirt screen-printed with a unique design by Patagonia reps.
Patagonia topped off the fun day with a grant for TLC –
we couldn’t accomplish what we do without the support of our
partners in conservation!

WHIPS enjoying a sunset hike at Bucktoe Creek Preserve
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And Don’t Forget!
Participate in the Kjellerup/
Cabot Endowment
Challenge before the end
of the year to have your
donation matched 100%.
It’s a great opportunity
to increase the impact of
your gift and ensure TLC’s
sustainability in the future!
Thanks for your support – a true mark of confidence in TLC and our
mission!

Visit our TLC MATCHING GRANT CHALLENGE page on our website to
donate to the Kjellerup Cabot Endowment Challenge.
Emma

Childreen from Tick Tock Early Learning Center
head down to the pond for some frog-catching!

Reps from Patagonia screen-print Patagonia designs onto t-shirts

Donate to Help
Our Youth
Programs

ary Armstrong
MADMINISTRATION
Did you know that when you give a donation to The Land Conservancy for
Southern Chester County (TLC) it helps youths who may not have another
means of visiting one of our preserves have that opportunity. How? We
have had groups from La Communidad Hispana, After the Bell, Mothers
of Preschoolers, and the Girl Scouts visit our preserves and educational
programs this year and when needed we provide the transportation.

Our members who renew for three years at a time and those who donate
through their company’s payroll deduction plan, often matched by the
company, and annual donors are a steady source of TLC’s income. To put
it bluntly, operating income is needed to continue the great stories you
read about in our Conservation Matters newsletter. Whether it is protecting
Open Space or offering programs from age 0 to 100 we need to protect,
preserve, and engage and we need your help. Please look for our fall
mailings and call me if there is anything I can do to make your giving
easier. Not only does it matter to the community but you can feel a part of
what we do because we can’t do it without your help and support!

Operating income is
needed to continue the
great stories you read
about in our Conservation
Matters newsletter.

www.tlcforscc.org
Mary Armstrong 610-347-0347 x 101
admin@TLCforSCC.org
Mary
Celebrating the Autumnal Equinox at Stateline Woods Preserve
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“Real riches are the riches
possessed inside.”
~B.C. Forbes

Wind Songs at Stateline Woods Preserve

TLC’s Land
Management

equoia Rock
S LAND
MANAGER

“And into the forest I go, to lose my mind
and find my soul”
~ Unknown

We really held onto summer this year! When I sense the change of seasons
I acclimate quite readily. As summer moves into fall I too change my
wardrobe to accommodate for cooler weather, but the weather this October
has fluctuated so wildly that I found myself shivering and sunburnt all in
the same week. Funny how we expect change to happen in a routine way.
Sequoia here, giving you some updates on some projects we worked on
this past season.

of pollinating insects. With approximately 200 of the plugs being of the
milkweed variety I am happy to report that I counted 30 monarch caterpillars
in one day at the site. This installation was completed without the
use of chemicals and instead used cardboard and wood chips to
prepare the site for planting. If you are interested in preparing a native
pollinator garden of your own, contact me for more info!
landmanager@tlcforscc.org

Marshall Bridge Preserve did indeed get a trail overhaul. I had been
wanting to stretch the trail system out into untouched areas of the preserve
and much of what had been ignored was due to very steep slopes. With
the help of an awesome team of summer land stewardship
interns we found acceptable trail routes that added scenic view
sheds and useable surface grades to the trail system. The use
of switchbacks and bench cuts was essential for hikeable grades. We
also aligned these trails to connect the existing trails at more appropriate
intersections. This work took us about 2 weeks to open and they are now
available for use. There is still more work to be done there and will likely
be the undertaking of next summers’ interns.

I was recently visited by the entire Westtown senior class on a
day of service at the Stateline Woods Preserve. Wow, amazing
what 100 people can do in three hours. I will admit that the setup for
a group this size takes some coordinating. You need to have fun projects
with reachable goals and enough tools and gloves for everyone. Amenities
and first aid are necessary. You also need to have seasoned group leaders
so that techniques and information can be shared to the group as they do
the work. There is a building of preparation for the day of and
then once they arrive the group takes on a vibrant personality all
of its own. In the case of Westtown, their personality was fun, collective,
and determined. They helped clear over 150ft of invasive hedgerow,
transplanted 60 trees from a natural meadow to the forests edge, and
weeded an additional 80 trees that were planted in years past. I am so
grateful for their help and hope that they will consider coming back for their
3rd year to help maintain this amazing property. I promise we will stay out
of the poison ivy!

Our New Leaf Eco Center is the home to 4 colonies of honey bees which
we incorporate into monthly educational programming with the help
of beekeeper Dan Borkoski of Sun Bear Apiary. In support of the
dire situation honey bees find themselves in I wanted to install a native
pollinator garden on site to provide a beautiful and sustainable food source
for our busy bees. I began this project back in the spring of 2015 and saw
it come to fruition this summer. With the help of TLC’s All- Volunteer
Board we planted 850 native plugs into a 1000 sq ft prepared
bed near the honey bee hives. After routine watering and weeding
we witnessed some amazing native flowers and an impressive population

Summer interns creating new stream crossing
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With gratitude,
Sequoia

Watering pollinator garden at New Leaf

Preserving
Our Spaces

Let us a little permit Nature to take
her own way; she better understands
her own Affairs than we.
~Michel de Montaigne

bbie Kessler
APRESERVATION
COORDINATOR
As 2016 comes to an end, so does my second year here at TLC. In that
time, we have closed on four conservation easements and purchased a
small parcel helping to connect two of TLC’s preserves. Even more exciting
are the two projects we plan on closing this year and the over 10 projects
in the works for 2017. These projects span six townships including three
that TLC does not hold any easements in currently. TLC’s conservation
work is in the process of nearly doubling our conserved acres by
2018, which makes this an exciting time to be with TLC!
Over the past year, I have worked on a variety of land projects that have
given me a lot of learning opportunities and what I consistently see is
how open space benefits all of us. The landowners may receive
funds for the development rights they are removing from their properties,
tax deductions for the value of those development rights if donated, or
a combination of payment and tax deductions if an easement or sale is
done as a hybrid project. Many people see land conservation as only
benefiting the landowners of the properties due to these benefits. What is
overlooked is how land preservation benefits us all.
NATURAL BENEFITS OF OPEN SPACE
Open space is protected often for its natural resources, which means
that open space will continue to provide animal habitat forever. When
open spaces are connected to each other via conservation corridors, this
unfragmented open space is retained as critical habitat for
everything from the barred owl to the box turtle. Some protected
open spaces provide public trails or other forms of access that allow others
to enjoy these protected lands. One such property is the private Bucktoe
Creek Preserve, TLC’s sister preserve that is open via a wide array of
educational programming year round. In October I attended the Full Moon
Owl Prowl that TLC hosted and was one of a lucky few to have a barred
owl land directly over us. I would not have had such an experience without
the protected lands of Bucktoe Creek Preserve and the adjacent preserved
properties that create a 500+ acre conservation corridor of unfragmented
habitat.

COST OF COMMUNITY SERVICES
Open space limits development which keeps the cost of
community services (roads, schools, emergency services, etc.)
down for everyone. Residential properties on a national average cost
municipalities between $1.15-1.50 for every $1 of taxes received and so
result in a net loss to municipalities. Open space and farm land costs
on average between 30-50¢ for every $1 of taxes received. I think
of it in terms of a 100 acre farm with one house. This house may contain
5 people (above average). This is 5 people utilizing roads, schools, and
emergency services with taxes being paid on 100 acres. If that 100 acres is
developed into 100 homes (with the current tendency towards townhomes
and multifamily in the area, 100 is below average), you can estimate a
minimum of 200 people (some single residents, families, etc.). That would
equate to at least 200 people using the roads, schools, and emergency
services and so costs increase for the municipality. Those 100 homes may
be bringing in more taxes, but there are exponentially more residents as
well, which leads to the higher cost of community services. By keeping
agricultural and natural lands open, costs stay down, which
benefits all residents.
The cost of community services argument is a great one in support of land
conservation, but this is just one of many. Protected open space improves
air and water quality, better handles stormwater and decreases
the risk of flooding on other properties, provides scenic vistas, and
is regularly proven to improve the physical and mental health of
residents. Public open space provides free access to outdoor exercise,
which can decrease healthcare costs and save individuals a lot in gym
fees. Also, being in nature has been proven to help decrease stress and
improve your mood. These are irreplaceable benefits that protected
open space provides us all and I am looking forward to 2017 and the
slate of properties TLC expects to protect.
For information on preserving your land:
www.tlcforscc.org/conservation
Abbie

Meadow trail through the forthcoming Chandler Mill Nature Preserveeducational program access only

Annual fall monitoring of conservation easements
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Give A Hoot
For
Conservation

“A society is defined not only
by what it creates, but by what it
refuses to destroy.”
~John Sawhill

onia Kulp & Shauna Nolan
& EVENTS
TSPONSORSHIP
Give A Hoot For Conservation
The Sponsorship and Events crew is hard at work on TLC’s premier event—
the Annual Hootenanny Hoedown. This year we have switched things up a
bit and moved The Hoot from the fall to the winter season. We are thrilled to
be heading over to Hartefeld National Golf Club on January 21, 2017.

Dog Days Of Summer
On one of the hottest days of the summer, two and four legged friends from
all over Southern Chester County and the surrounding areas came out to
Stateline Woods Preserve for our third annual Dog Days of Summer. This
year was a fun filled evening of obedience demonstrations, behavior and
wellness clinics, adoptable pups, and many other various doggy activities
provided by great vendors. There were lots of giveaways from our raffle and
from TLC’s “Good Enough in Show” dog contest. Guided hikes were also
scheduled for anyone who wanted to learn more about our no-leash-needed
trails and our dog waste compost stations.

This year’s theme will incorporate the chilly season with an extensive
Winter Beer Garden. We hope you will join your friends of conservation
for an evening full of fine food, craft beer, plentiful wine, gaming tables, a
live and silent auction and of course dancing till your boots fall off!

There are a multitude of ways to get involved at TLC. If you
or your business would like to become more involved in any
of TLC’s events, either as a participant or perhaps a sponsor,
please contact us at
sponsorship@tlcforscc.org.

The rootin’ and tootin’ will
begin at 5:30 PM and last
well past sundown.

Tickets are on sale now so check out the event website to guarantee your
spot for Chester County’s best party of the New Year!
www.tlcforscc.org/upcoming-events/

Tonia & Shauna

TLC loves our canine pals!

Wild & Scenic
Mark your calendars for the 10th Anniversary of Trail Creek Outfitters’ Wild
& Scenic Film Festival. This year the event will take place on Thursday,
February 25 and Friday February 26 at the Chester County Historical
Society in downtown West Chester. The evening’s festivities begin with a
full happy hour, complete with libations and delicious food from some of
the area’s premier restaurants and catering facilities.
The Wild & Scenic Film Festival, hosted by Trail Creek Outfitters, benefits
the combined efforts of TLC and Stroud Water Research Center. This event
historically sells out so add the date to your calendar and check out
www.trailcreekoutfitters.com to purchase your tickets. Come ready
to be transformed into a congregation of committed activists, dedicated to
saving our increasingly threatened planet.

Another sell-out crowd at last year’s Wild & Scenic Film Festival
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Get ready for fringe, fun, gaming, and of course cowboy boots at the
2017 Hootenanny Winter Beer Garden!

Environmental
Education
Update

tacey Gummey & Jenny Schmidt
S EDUCATION
Education is exploding this year! We are growing quickly, and have gained
a new Early Childhood Education Coordinator (Stacey Gummey), and
Education Assistant (Jenny Schmidt). This core team, along with our
teacher naturalists, is diligently working to keep summer momentum rolling
into the cooler part of the year.
One Sweet Summer
Participants this year have enjoyed fresh honey from the hive at our Open
Hive Days, foraged for mushrooms and plants at our 3-part Wild
Foraging Series, and explored the wondrous night sky at Sky Tour. Our
summer sessions of Free Time Adventures and Drop in on Nature
playgroup were filled to capacity; kids had a blast exploring nature and
discovering the lost art of childhood.
Come Join Us!
TLC doesn’t hibernate during the colder months! The Hawk Watch is
happening every day, 9 am – 3 pm, until November 30th. Drop in and scan
the skies for migrating hawks with Larry Lewis from Early Bird Nature tours.
Children’s I-Spy Birding runs monthly on the last Saturday, 9 – 10:30
am. Children will hike with a local bird expert to learn about and search for
birds in our area.
We will also be hosting our 5th annual Black Friday Celebration the day
after Thanksgiving, 10 am – 12 pm. Ditch the shopping this year – nature’s
calling you and yours for an invigorating hike! As we hike Bucktoe Creek
Preserve, we’ll collect items in nature to create holiday ornaments and
decorations. Participants can take their creations home, or donate them to
decorate the tree for our Winter Solstice Celebration on December 2nd.

“Every child needs nature.
Not just the ones with parents
who appreciate nature.
Not only those of a certain
economic class or culture or set
of abilities. Every child. “
~ Richard Lou

learning styles. It is also very important to properly interpret information
in nature by being aware, prepared, thoughtful and knowledgeable. If you
or someone you know has young ones, this is an amazing way to get
outside, explore, and learn with your child. Being a naturalist isn’t just for
adults! Children gain a stronger connection to nature if they are given the
opportunities to explore the natural world through observations, creativity,
independent learning, imaginative and uninterrupted play. Our programs
are based entirely outdoors and are held all weather. The goal is to deepen
the children’s awareness and connections with nature and help create the
balance children so desperately need.
Want to create a custom program for you and your group?
We will work with you to put together a program for your scout group,
school group, birthday party, or just a private group. We recently had a
couple of Girl Scout groups out cleaning up our trails and earning their
wildlife habitat badges! The sky’s the limit: mammals, insects, plants, owl
prowls, and more topics await. We hope to see you at our educational
programs or out enjoying the trails at our public nature preserves!
For more information call 610-347-0347 x 104 or
education@tlcforscc.org
Click here to view our programs. http://tlcforscc.org/all-programming
Stacey & Jenny
Observing a frog found at Bucktoe Creek Preserve

Immature Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos)

A Special Message from Stacey
Since this program has been such a success, Drop in on Nature for children
ages 0-Kindergarten has continued this fall at a new location that is every
child’s dream. The “Annex” has 7 acres of hiking trails, thousands of plant
species from around the globe, streams, bridges, a sandbox, outdoor
playhouse, art studio, indoor space, and more. I’m excited to head this
program on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 am-12 pm until December
15th.
I enjoy teaching to all types of learning styles, which include Kinesthetic
(must interact), Auditory (must discuss), Verbal (see or read info),
and Visual (see info and pictures). We host many hands on activities
for our Kinesthetic learners such as learning how to search for, pick
up, and safely hold a red spotted salamander. We also touch base with
our Auditory learners by explaining the scenario as well as how to be
thoughtful of the salamander’s habitat. Last, we are able to connect with
our Visual learners by creating a lasting visual experience of seeing a live
salamander. This is one example of how we are able to link three of the four
TLC apiarist Dan Borkoski and Open Hive Day participants
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Address Service Requested
541 Chandler Mill Road
Avondale, PA 19311

The Land Conservancy for Southern Chester County
Please consider receiving this
newsletter in email form so that
we can save on paper in future
issues. Contact us at
610-347-0347 x 101 or
admin@tlcforscc.org

